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Through the years, the 
Community has looked for 
the places of need to which 
the Spirit of God calls us. In 
her foundational writings, 
Sister Margaret Slachta 
speaks of the “exposed 
fields” and “unbroken roads” 
the sisters will travel: 

There will be no well 
trodden roads in their field 
of work; many times there 
will be no written guidance, 
every problem being different. Therefore… they must 
think very much, still more, understand, and mostly  
sense it. (From the Desert to the Center of Life)

As needs have arisen, opportunities to serve have 
emerged, or individual sisters have felt called to create 
new responses to situations placed before them, the 
Community has responded. The result might be a new 
work or a different way of doing an ongoing work. 

Regis House, Holy Spirit Retreat Center, Wellspring 
Women’s Center for homeless and other poor women, 
JERICHO, interfaith social justice lobby, Camps 
Mariastella in Wrightwood and Oliver near San Diego 
are just a few fruits of responding to emerging needs. 
With each effort the sisters look at who will be served 
and who will partner with us in support.

Request from Diocese of Tapachula,  
in the State of Chiapas, Mexico

At Pentecost 2004, Sister Alejandra Samaniego 
from Mexico approached Sister Natalia Duran to see if 
she was interested in joining her to visit the Bishop of 

Tapachula who had known 
the Community since he 
was a seminarian. He had 
expressed an interest in the 
SSS opening a house in the 
Diocese to which he had 
recently been appointed.  

In September 2005 
Sister Natalia went by 
herself to visit Bishop 
Leopoldo Gonzales in order 
to understand his vision 
for us. Going by bus from 

Morelia to Mexico City and then by plane there, Sister 
was met by Father Arturo who with Father Antonio gave 
her a whirlwind tour of the diocesan needs.

Sister Natalia visited the major seminary to review 
the diocesan pastoral plan; an immigrant shelter; the 
human rights office; a coffee co-op and another shelter 
for those who have been injured trying to jump the 
trains that would bring them up north. She visited Father 
Arturo’s parish in Motozintla which is two hours up the 
mountain from Tapachula in an area that is very tropical 
and the rain forest is beautiful. 

Sister met with a number of priests and others that 

How Do We Determine
Where The Spirit Calls Us?

Father Arturo and Father Antonio looking over Motozintlaa

With each effort the 
sisters look at who will 
be served and who will 

partner with us.
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are working with the indigenous 
people that belong to a variety 
of co-ops. The directors of the 
different co-ops were educating 
their members on environmentally 
sustainable planting. Sister visited 
the women’s prison, attended Mass 
there and spoke with about 30 
women after Mass who are very 
interested in having someone work 
with them and help their families.

   Because Sister Natalia saw 
a lot of potential for the SSS to be 
there, she and Sisters Claire Graham 
and Maribeth Larkin went back 
in December 2006 and were able 
to see the area for themselves as 
well as the possibilities of starting 
something there. Of her experience 

in Chiapas and the possibilities there 
Sister Natalia says: “It seems to fit 
into who and what we are.”

There is still the need for more 
conversation and dialogue with the 

Bishop and with those who would 
be interested in giving some of their 
time and energy to this venture. 
This is all part of the discernment 
process. n

Dear Friends,
There have been so 

many changes for us as 
a Community in the past 
couple of years—not 
the least of which is our 
move to Encino. Before 
we moved we had to 
think hard about what we 
would take with us. Not only what 
furniture would fit, but what we did 
not want to lose—of our history, our 
spirit, and our charisms. How would 
we use the new space in creative, 
Spirit-filled ways? How can this new 
space support old and new ministries, 
enhance community life and continue 
to invite new members and partners 
into our work?

In this issue of Social 
Impact you can see some 
of the possibilities on the 
horizon. The Spirit continues 
to move us to explore and to 
grow. Over the years many 
of our ministries have begun 
at the request of a priest 
or bishop. From Bishop 

Cantwell’s request in the 1920s for 
sisters to join Sister Frederica in Los 
Angeles to our most recent request 
from Bishop Gonzales of the Diocese 
of Chiapas, Mexico we listen to  
the Spirit to discern our response to 
the need. 

In the Philippines our work 
has grown. Women have come to 
us in the United States for religious 

formation. We now have the basis for 
a novitiate in the Philippines because 
of support from many people who 
believe in the work we have been 
doing there.

That we are now in Encino 
is because of supporters who have 
believed enough in what we do to 
contribute to building our facilities 
here. When retreatants say how 
improved the rooms, the gathering 
space and grounds are we know 
that it is because of you who have 
partnered—and continue to partner—
with us in this venture. Pray with us 
that we make good choices and put 
ourselves wherever God is calling 
us. n

— Sister Claire Graham, SSS

(SPIRIT, continued from page 1)

A Message from  
Sister Claire Graham, General Director

Shade shelter for people crossing the river from Guatemala to Chiapas, Mexico
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Tuesday, January 30th began as a cold, rainy winter 
morning, but it quickly turned bright and festive as 
benefactors and sisters gathered in Encino to bless and 
dedicate the donor wall and mark the official ending of 
the Capital Campaign. A beautiful tree, the leaves of 
which display the names of Capital Campaign donors, 
has been permanently and prominently placed on a main 
wall of the new Encino facilities (which includes the 
Motherhouse, Ministry, Administration wing, the Assisted 
Living complex, and Holy Spirit Retreat Center).  

The Tuesday celebrations began with a blessing 
ceremony beautifully prepared by Sister Patricia 
McGowan, Coordinator of the Capital Campaign, and 
lead by Sister Claire Graham, General Director. Guests 
then moved to the Lakeside Room for a lovely brunch. 

The heart of celebration was to honor and thank 
Kathleen McCarthy, Chair of the Capital Campaign, 
and her Campaign Cabinet Veronica Chambers, Jim 
Ewing, Michael Dailey Ewing, Bill Fritzsche, Joanne 
George, Mary Catherine Gowey, Phyllis Hennigan, 
Patrick Hickey, Susan Moley Hock, Marjorie Illig, Jim 
Nicholson, Mary Palmer, Mike Poyer, Claire Shea, 
Joanne Smith, Jayne Sullivan, Sharon Suttles, Mary 

Margaret Thompson, Louise Valle, Patty Weber, and  
Bill Williams.

Sister Claire spoke of the enormous debt of 
gratitude that the Sisters of Social Service owe to all our 
donors and especially to Kathleen McCarthy and the 
Cabinet for their visionary leadership in bringing the 
campaign to a successful conclusion. Sisters Patricia and 
Jennifer Gaeta, who as staff to the Capital Campaign 
worked tirelessly throughout the entire campaign, were 
also given special thanks.  

Sister Claire presented Kathleen with two lovely 
images of the Blessed Virgin, one from the Philippines 
and one from Hungary, to add to the Madonna collection 
which she inherited from her mother, Dorothy Leavey. 
Sister Jennifer presented Kathleen with an exquisite and 
very unique silver image of the Blessed Virgin which 
comes from Mexico.  As the celebration drew to a close, 
bringing to a formal ending the Capital Campaign, some 
of the guests commented on the symbol of the tree…. 
Many of the leaves of the donor tree are blank, awaiting 
the names of future donors. n

Our Gratitude Grows and GrowsAs with the tree…..

Blessing of Legacy Wall

n

Sister Jennifer, Ms. Kathleen McCarthy,
Sister Patricia

n



Another way of discerning the 
spirit is listening to the changing 
needs over time within the same 
work. The parish that Sister 
Jeanette Skinner has worked in 
for the past twenty-one years is 
not the same one as when she 
began. Today sister’s work at St. 
Gerard Magella Parish in the Culver City/Mar Vista area 

includes moderating the senior adult program (ages 75-92), 
facilitating scripture study, visiting shut-ins, participating 
on the parish council, as well as coordinating the parish 
food pantry and the 45 volunteers who staff it. 

The parish is a diverse community. St. Gerard’s pantry 
serves Hispanic, Afro-American, Asian and Caucasian 
people who rely on the pantry’s food to augment what they 
can purchase through their work or fixed income.

Sister Jeanette Continues To 
Discern Parish’s Emerging Needs
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The Hail Mary the Queen Choir came into our lives 
through a conversation Sister Michele Walsh had with 
SSS Associate Vicky Lopez’s nephew Alfred Lopez at 
a wedding reception. The choir came to the states for a 
concert series that raised $50,000 for the Community in 
the Philippines for property on which a formation house 
will be built.

Ulan Sarmiento, one of the choir’s creators, is also 
the lawyer who put together and registered our SSS or 
Hermanas de Servicio Social de las Filipinas religious 
corporation. He continues to file all the necessary 
paperwork. This has enabled the sisters to buy property 
under Philippine law.  He also took upon the task of 
searching out properties for the sisters and found three 
that were suitable but had title problems. The fourth 
property he found was the best and it had no title 
problem.

The best of properties had the lowest price, water 
and electricity at the property, the current owner 
generously cleared the land and is having a road built 
into and around the property with adjoining properties 
sharing the cost. 

Sister Marilena Narvaez, a native-born Filipina, 
met an architect at a conference in Manila. Dean at 
one of the universities in Manila, he offered to do 

plans for us when we were ready. Although the initial 
conversation was casual, the Dean and his architect 
daughter have met with the sisters, drawn up preliminary 
plans and Sister Marilena, Sister Avi and Sister Michele 
Walsh will meet with them and a contractor soon.

Sister Nodelyn Abayan returned to her home in 
the Philippines in January and with Sisters Michele, 
Avi and Marilena did a “come and see” weekend. Sister 
Avi has been journeying with three of the women who 
have expressed interest in the Community and there 
are several others who could not make the weekend but 
want to journey with the sisters in this initial period. n

Discerning the Spirit:
SSS Gifts Enable Formation Plans

in the Philippines

New Land for Philippine’s Formation House

(Continued on page 5)
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Sister Nodelyn Abayan is completing her first year of 
a Masters Program in Early Childhood Education at San 
Francisco State University. She was able to visit her family 
in the Philippines in January for the first time in 5 ½ years.

Sisters Anne Arabome, Leticia Tapia Espinoza, Maria 
Asucena Reyes Toledo, and Maria Elena Salinas Santos 
will make their final profession this coming Pentecost.

Sister Diane Donoghue will receive the University of 
California, Los Angeles (UCLA) Alumni of the Year Award 
at a celebration on June 10.

Novice Sister Sonia Delima has been doing field work 
since September, ’06 as a Chaplain at Good Samaritan 
Hospital in Los Angeles. As part of the work experience, 
she studied CPE for a semester along with two seminarians 
from the Episcopal Diocese. Sonia, who is from the 
Philippines, lives at the SSS house of formation on 
Westmoreland Ave. in L.A.

Novice Sister Nalleli Perez Guzman, from Tijuana, 
has since September ’06 been working at La Placita (Our 
Lady Queen of Angels Parish) in downtown Los Angeles. 
Her ministry includes outreach to immigrant families 
and organizing faith sharing groups at the William Mead 
Housing Project. Sister Nalleli also lives with the formation 
community at Westmoreland Ave.

 
Novice Sister Elizabeth (Lisa) Lopez is working 

with JERICHO, interfaith social justice lobby as a policy 
coordinator. Sister Lisa 
is also attending the 
Franciscan School of 
Theology in Berkeley 
and living in the San 
Francisco SSS House. n

A recent study by the University of 
California at Los Angeles shows that over 2.1 
million adults in California struggle to put food 
on the table. Children living in these households 
may not be getting the food they need. When they 
don’t, poor nutrition jeopardizes their learning, 
growth, health, and development.

Seniors living on fixed incomes sometimes 
have to choose between food and other 
necessities—including prescription drugs, heat, 
or transportation to medical appointments.

St. Gerard’s food pantry serves about 375 
families—improving the health and nutrition 
of about 3,000 individuals. The pantry not 
only provides weekly food assistance to those 
who need it, but also provides a “doorway” 
through which Sister Jeanette discovers the food 
recipients’ other needs as well as their strengths. 
Since many poor people do not have either private 
or public-sponsored health insurance, Sister 
makes referrals to the local clinic. When someone 
is eligible for food stamps or other public help, 
Sister facilitates that. 

Sister Jeanette is a “connector” providing 
opportunities for people who receive food to give 
back in a variety of ways. Some may pick up 
bread donations, others deliver to shut-ins. One 
formerly homeless person helps a shut-in couple 
remain independent by shopping and cooking for 
them as their live-in caregiver.

Sister also connects the rest of the parish 
with their own need to give to those who have 
little. The parish school and parish groups 
sponsor food drives and parishioners volunteer 
weekly, monthly, or seasonally. Because of Sister 
Jeanette’s community-building approach, the 
food pantry feeds the parish’s spiritual needs as 
well as providing to those who come for food. n

Over 2.1 million adults in 
California struggle to put 

food on the table.

Sister Elizabeth Lopez  
with Actor Martin Sheen  
at the Franciscan School  
of  Theology

Community Matters...
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We appreciate your help 
in making a difference in peoples’ 

lives through your support.
You can continue the work of the 
sisters beyond your lifetime by 

including the Sisters of Social Service 
in your will or estate planning.

For further information, contact 
Sister Celeste Arbuckle

at
415 681 9219

What if the Sisters of Social Service earned a penny 
every time you searched the Internet? Well, now we can! 
GoodSearch.com is a new search engine that donates half 
its revenue, about a penny per search, to the charities its 
users designate. You use it just as you would any search 
engine, and it’s powered by Yahoo! so you get great results. 

Just go to www.goodsearch.com and be sure to enter 
Sisters of Social Service-Los Angeles as the charity you want 
to support. Just 500 of us searching four times a day will raise 
about $7300 in a year without anyone spending a dime! And, 
be sure to spread the word!

Put a logo and link to GoodSearch on your website 
http://www.goodsearch.com/Logo.aspx
Encourage everyone you know to download the 
GoodSearch toolbar.
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbars.aspx 
Make GoodSearch the homepage on all of the computers 
in your company or school.
http://www.goodsearch.com/MakeHomepage.
aspx

Spread the word to family, friends, and co-workers.  f 




