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Camp Mariastella, located in 
Wrightwood, California, serves girls 
from all over Southern California! 
This summer, our 897 campers 
came from Santa Barbara, Ventura, 
Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino 
and Los Angeles Counties. Their 
neighborhoods range from very 
poor to middle income and above; 
some even come from homeless or 
transitional shelters. We aim to “mix 
it up” so that the girls experience 
socio-economic and cultural 
differences. Staff represent the 
same diversity, coming from several 
different countries and continents. 
Living and sharing closely with 
people different from yourself is the 
best manner in which to get to know 
others and yourself more deeply.

Summer is also for fun and 
adventure. Many of our campers and 
staff return year after year, and the 
adventure continues. As we plan our 

program each summer, we add and 
take away a few different aspects of 
the program, and the creativity of 
new and returning campers and 
staff help spark new adventures. 
This is the aspect that we love the 
most. No matter what the activity, the 
campers and staff make it their own 
and make it great.

A week at camp may be the only 
time that campers have the freedom 
to be themselves and not worry about 
their parents, families and friends. 
This sounds a bit strange, but kids do 
worry. Our society is so stress-ridden 

that we have taught our children 
to worry and they have symptoms 
of stress. This is difficult for some 
adults and parents to understand; 
they work so hard to care for their 
children, yet the stress comes through. 
Camp is a “free zone” in the best 
possible manner. The girls are safe 
and supervised. The supervisors 
are caring, fun adults focused on 
the needs of the campers. We never 
know what experiences will be most 
meaningful for each girl, but each of 
them find their own meaning in the 
activities and friendships they make.

Here are a few notes home from 
campers:

• “Dear Mommy and Daddy—
Camp is amazing! I love it here! It is 
so peaceful and beautiful up here in 
the woods. The one part I don’t like 
is the bugs. I hope that Grandma had 
a wonderful birthday with you guys!” 
— T.

• “Dear Mom and Dad— How 
are you? I miss you so much! I have 
made so many friends that I think are 
so nice. I wish you where here. ..I am 

having so much fun. This camp is the 
best camp ever in my life. One time 
I saw the stars by the pool. It is quiet 
here. I love you so much.” — K.

• “To Mom— I love you and 
miss you. Just to let you know I take a 
shower every day. I took a swimming 
lesson in the deep end and I passed! 
So I got a bracelet and I can swim in 
the deep end! I will see you soon.  
I love you!!!” — J. n

— Sister Jennifer Gaeta, SSS

Camp Mariastella: A Haven for Youngsters

Campers form strong bonds as they work 
together on a low-ropes and team-building 
obstacle course.

The goal of our ministry embraces the whole of life; 
that is: works of charity, social work, religious ethics, 
public health, culture, women’s movements and service in 
politics…Moreover we want to work in such centers which 
have a wide-reaching impact…in social policy and in 
government.—Sr. Margaret Slachta

Sister Sheila Walsh, SSS, understood that charity and 
service alone would not alleviate the plight of California’s 
poor people with whom so many Sisters of Social Service 
worked. In 1986, she asked the Community to support her 
vision of a statewide interfaith organization that would 
address the causes of poverty. With the Community's 
approval and encouragement, Sr. Sheila and Sr. Deborah 
Lorentz, acting as co-directors, established the initial 
structures of JERICHO. From this effort, JERICHO was 
founded as two entities—an education arm and a lobbying 
arm. Thus, for the past 22 years, JERICHO has been 
building a bridge between faith communities and 
California state government in order to give greater 
voice to people living in poverty. 

From its beginnings, JERICHO has focused on those 
state issues that affect the economic and social well-being  
of people living at the margins. Priority is given to legislative 
initiatives that effect structural change in public policies 
or move incrementally closer to that change. During each 
legislative session hundreds of bills are analyzed with two 
key questions in mind: Will this bill lead to change? How 
will it benefit or hurt poor people?

In addition to its lobbying presence at the state Capitol, 
JERICHO provides learning opportunities for its members 
to explore legislative issues from their faith perspective 
and to look for common ground within diverse viewpoints. 
JERICHO engages its members in every legislative district 
to take action at critical times during the legislative session.

Through the years, the Sisters and staff of JERICHO, 
working with like-minded colleagues, have helped increase 
affordable housing for low-income families, secure needed 
mental health services for those who cannot afford them, 
raise the minimum wage for struggling families, and 
increase resources to protect the independence of seniors 
and people with disabilities. JERICHO continues to work 
towards universal health care and this year will support 
efforts to secure paid sick leave for those workers in 
minimum wage jobs who must choose between going to 
work sick or losing their needed wages.

“This year has been especially hard,” says Sister Marti 
McCarthy, SSS, JERICHO’s most recent Executive Director 

and lobbyist. “The state budget deficit has challenged all  
of us to look at our faith traditions’ mandates to protect  
‘the least among us’ even in a time of declining resources. 
In our family budgets we make sure the children and elderly 
are taken care of first—but that doesn’t always apply at the 
state level.”

When asked how a Sister’s work at the Capitol is 
different from other lobbyists, Sister Marti talks about the 
contemplative base from which she works. “Two things 
help me in my lobbying: I have developed a spiritual 
grounding through my life as a Sister and I have worked 
with poor people in various circumstances before coming to 
JERICHO. When I read a bill or testify on it I have a face in 
mind of someone I have met who would have benefited or 
been hurt by the bill. I can tell that story in a credible way.” 

Four Sisters of Social Service have directed 
JERICHO-- Sister Sheila, Sister Deborah, Sister Simone 
Campbell, and Sister Marti.   Their combined efforts have 
developed relationships at the Capitol with both political 
parties built on honesty and integrity. “We have built a solid 
base,” says Sister Marti, “that will continue past our direct, 
physical presence when that time comes.” n

— Sister Marti McCarthy, SSS, can be reached at  
	 mmccarthysss@yahoo.com. 

JERICHO—Giving a Voice to the Poor

Sister Marti McCarthy, SSS, leaving the capital building in 
Sacramento after a hearing on affordable housing and healthcare.

93% of campers  
surveyed stated that 

"Camp helped me to get 
to know kids who are 
different from me."

Campers finish morning songs and prayers in the campfire circle.
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voice of ordinary people is needed 
more than ever when there are so many 
corporate voices heard in the legislative 
process. Pope John Paul II said that the 
economy is meant to serve people and 
not the other way around. Our role and 
mission is to live this truth. 

I do this now by living the fourth 
point of our Sisters of Social Service 
mission—working in the field of 
legislation. But this work depends 
on direct service to meet and build 
relationships with people, group 
work for collecting their stories, and 
movement work for building a grass 
roots constituency. I invite you to join 
us in this effort to live our Catholic 
Social Teaching in federal public policy. 
Go to www.networklobby.org and you 
can take action, or become a member 
and receive our magazine.

Maybe you can tell from my 
little story that my life is truly blessed 
and enriched in this ministry of living 
Catholic Social Teaching in the midst of 
the halls of Congress. It is a joy to share 
this call with my community. It is life 
giving in a challenging time. n

— Sister Simone Campbell, SSS

In September, the Sisters welcomed over 150 people onto our Encino 
grounds to celebrate the blessing and dedication of the Interfaith Peace Garden 
Project of the Sisters of Social Service. Representatives from Christian, Hindu, 
Buddhist, Jewish, Muslim, Sikh, Bahai faiths, as well as other faith-based 
individuals attended. The garden is an oasis open to all, regardless of faith. The 
festivities started in the chapel with a panel dialogue connecting our individual 
faith and environmental concerns to local and global action. Among those speak-
ing were Rabbi Steven Jacobs, rabbi emeritus of Temple Kol Tikvah in Wood-
land Hills; Rev. Zelda Kennedy of All Saints Episcopal Church in Pasadena; Dr. 
Laila Al-Marayati of the Muslim Women’s League; and Dr. Christopher Chapple, 
Doshi professor of comparative theology at Loyola Marymount University. 

The crowd then strolled to the physical garden for ceremonies guided by 
Fr. Alexei Smith, ecumenical and inter-religious officer for the Catholic Arch-
diocese of Los Angeles. The spiritual rituals included Native American song  
and blessing with sage, a Hindu arati ritual expressing thankfulness for creation, 
the ringing of chimes, a Christian water blessing, a Buddhist peace meditation 
and an ecumenical prayer for peace. Special recognition and thanks were given 
to Monica Hughes, SSS Associate, who chaired the event, Sherry Lewis and 
Sandy Atherton's pro-bono garden and landscape design efforts, Jesus Reveles 
and Salvador Rocha who were instrumental in the building and modification  
of the garden, and Charlotte Dorsey, the website designer. Members of the  
Garden’s steering committee are Sisters Chris Machado, Rochelle Mitchell, 
Michele Walsh, Martha McCarthy, Anne Field and SSS Associates Olga Sarabia 
and Monica Hughes.

The garden programs and projects engage interfaith dialogue and action, 
peace and non-violence, green or environmental spirituality, and the integrity  
of the earth. For more info or to find out about upcoming events, please call 
(818) 784-4515 or visit www.interfaithpeacegarden.org. n  

— Sr. Anne Field, SSS

Dear Friends,
In the sixth chapter of his 

second letter to the Corinthians, 
St. Paul reminds us that, “…we are 
the temple of the living God...” and 
from that recognition should come 
an extra measure of self-respect. I’m 
used to thinking of God as being 
outside of myself—far off in some 
distant, holy place called Heaven, 

out beyond the stars. That “God-outside-of-me” idea 
comes so automatically that I have to make a real effort to 
wrap my mind around the possibility that God also dwells 
within me, and therefore, I must be holy as well.

I am just not accustomed to thinking of myself as 

holy. Well, maybe right after Mass I feel somewhat holy.  
I have to work, however, to stay connected with the reality 
that I am holy because God dwells in me. Wherever 
I happen to be becomes holy ground, and whenever I 
choose to love, I manifest God’s love. It’s pretty amazing 
to realize that the Sisters of Social Service are surrounded 
and supported by so many generous, holy people. You, 
too, create holy ground by walking in faith with us. 
You remind us of our own holiness, and inspire holiness 
in others.

We are so grateful for your continued and faithful 
support. This is truly the way God blesses us—from the 
inside out. n

—	Sister Claire Graham, SSS
 	 General Director

(Legislative Advocacy, continued from page 1)

A Message from Sister Claire Graham, General Director B.Y.O.B.  
(Bring Your Own Bag)

Interfaith Peace Garden Opening
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A Glimpse through the Window Pane
Our agenda via a tour was Warsaw, Krakow, 

Budapest, Vienna and Prague. We traveled with another 
couple and although we had been to Vienna the incentive 
was Prague, the city of a thousand spires! Our adult 
children had raved about the beauty of Prague. What a 
delightful and inspirational trip.

Our guide in Central Europe, Fero, was from 
Slovakia, although the young 
man lived in Berkeley, 
California. Fero’s knowledge 
of the countries was immense 
and he insisted on only one 
thing, “Please go to the 
Museum of Communism in 
Prague so you will understand 
what we endured while the 
Russians ruled. Everyone likes to say, ‘The Russians saved 
us from the Nazis, but they forgot to go home.’”

The overwhelming highlight of the trip was our stop 
in Budapest. We were there during Rosh Hashanah which 
turned out to be quite inspiring. The city is divided into 
two parts by the river, and the morning was spent walking 
in the “Pest” part, since the “Buda” part is hilly and hard 
to walk. The Dohanyi Street Synagogue was closed to 
tourists due to services, but just seeing the Memorial Tree 
for the Holocaust victims and the gravestones the Nazis 
defaced was enough for this American History teacher. All 
the tragic history of World War II was right there before 
our eyes!

That afternoon was another high point of our trip. 
Sister Iren Tari, SSS, came to our hotel and we visited 
for more than an hour but it felt like minutes. Sister Iren 
was charming and lovely— she gave me a booklet of 
Sister Sara’s Beatification. It was so moving. At sunset, 
I happened to look out our hotel window at the River 
Danube, at the embankment where shoes have been 
placed as a memorial for the victims who the Nazis shot 
and threw into the river (including Sister Sara Salkahazi, 
SSS). There at the site were five or six Orthodox Jewish 
men kneeling on the ground, praying. It was profound. 
They were only there briefly, and I would have missed 
it if hadn’t looked out the window at that moment. I felt 
like I was witnessing the Wall in Jerusalem. A remarkable 
experience. These are just some snippets I remember from 
this “awesome” trip. n 
	 — Libbie Brady, Social Service Auxiliary Member 

Letters from Friends

Psychologists tell us that it is not just enough to 
perform a new behavior once—in order for it to become a 
habit it must be repeated frequently. Until most recently, 
our habits have been to freely consume resources, often 
unconscious of the effects on the environment. At the 
Chapter Meeting in 2005, the Sisters of Social Service 
established a mandate to live more simply, and with 
more regard for the global effects of our consumption. 
Out of this Chapter directive grew our Challenge “C” 
Committee, made up of vowed members and Associates 
who felt a particular commitment to this focus.

Part of the efforts of this Challenge “C” Committee 
have been to encourage the SSS community and others 
to shift awareness and their habits toward more simple 
living, with an emphasis on the principle of reusing and 
recycling. We have encouraged the use and reuse of cloth 

grocery bags, reasoning that 
this would require very little 
effort in order to bring about 
a change in paper and plastic 
use and consumption. Two of 
our artistically talented sisters 
have donated their artwork to 
brighten and decorate useful 
and sturdy canvas bags that 
are perfect for groceries or 
other items we purchase 

(available on www.cafepress.com/SSSGIFTS). And 
yet, although we may have acquired our own collection 
of cloth bags, I don’t believe I am the only shopper who 
continues to go into my local market without my own 
shopping bags in hand. Obviously, I haven’t established 
my habit yet! 

Disappointed in myself, I have made an effort to 
improve the likelihood that I will remember to perform 
my new, desired bag behavior by always keeping my half 
dozen canvas totes neatly folded in the passenger’s seat 
of my car where I will be more likely to use them. Since 
I have begun to do this, my bring-your-own-bag behaviors 
are well on their way to becoming an unconscious habit. 
To back up my efforts, I write “BAGS” on my shopping 
list. Even though my behavior changes are small ones, 
I am convinced that we, together, can make a difference 
one small change at a time. n

 —	Sally Hite is an Associate and a member 
	 of the Simple Living Committee. 

Memorial at the River Danube
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Growing up in Long Beach, 
California, a sense of justice was 
nurtured in my spirit that has as its 
base Jesus’ view that all people are 
equal. In school, Vatican II stirred my 
being with the reality that faith lives in 
the streets, not just in Churches. This 
led me to enter the SSS community 
where I found like-minded women 
eager to live our faith in the world. 
I learned from our foundresses that 
there are many ways to work on the 
social mission of the Church—direct 
service, group work, movements and 
legislation. 

My life in community has 
mirrored this diversity of ministry 
works. I served directly in parishes 
and worked collaboratively in religious 
education and campus ministry. Then, 
in the course of working for tenants’ 
rights through legislative change, I 
discovered I needed additional skills 
as a lawyer to engage policy issues. I 
went to law school and discovered I 

loved practicing law. After passing the 
bar, I set up a low cost legal service 
center to serve the working poor of 
Oakland, California. In that very 
direct service work, I discovered the 
need to affect legislation in order to 
improve the lot of my clients and to 
make long-term systemic changes for 

others. Because of this I got involved 
in shaping family law legislation in 
California.

Eventually, this work led me to 
move to Washington, DC, to become 
the executive director of NETWORK. 
NETWORK is a Catholic leader in 
the global movement for justice and 
peace which educates, organizes 
and lobbies for economic and social 
transformation. We work on federal 

policy that impacts those who live at 
the margins of our society. We see 
the issues we work on as grounded 
in Catholic Social Teaching. My 
childhood sense of the dignity of 
all people gets put into action daily 
as I work on the Hill for the needs 
of others. One of the issues that I 
work on is immigration—trying to 
find a way toward comprehensive 
immigration reform. We have 
realized in that process though, that 
immigration is only one side of the 
coin. Unless we address the reasons 
for this mass migration of people, 
we will not change the dynamic. So 
we lobby for a fair trade policy that 
supports local economies around the 
world. 

I gather the stories of ordinary 
people from around the country and 
the world and bring those stories to 
Congress. Out of the reality of real 
people, we work to craft legislation 
that is for the common good. This 

Legislative Advocacy and Economic Justice
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ACCOLADES

In November, Sr. Lois Marie Davis, SSS, received 
the Sister Frances Paula Guillory Award from the 
Knights and Ladies of Peter Claver in recognition 
of her many years of service to the Black Catholic 
Community of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. She was 
honored for her outstanding leadership in establishing 
the Black Sisters’ Conference, dedicated service in 
African-American parish life and her intensive ministry 
as a psychotherapist. Sr. Lois has great respect for the 
emotional and spiritual journeys of her clients—mainly 
children, youth and families that have survived trauma 
and other life-changing situations. She has been a Sister 
of Social Service for 46 years and her accomplishments 
and contributions were enthusiastically acknowledged 
by the 300 guests in attendance.

For many years Sr. Paula Vandegear, SSS, has 
worked tirelessly on behalf of the unborn children in 
our society. In October, Legatus—an international 
organization of Catholic CEO’s—recognized Sr. Paula’s 
dedication and accomplishments with the Cardinal John 
J. O’Conner Pro-Life Award. The award committee 
cited Sr. Paula’s “courageous Christian witness in 
defending the sanctity of all human life.” We applaud 
and congratulate Sr. Paula for her admirable work and 
commitment.

Sr. Gail Young, SSS, pictured on right, is the 
Program Coordinator with the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles’ Office of Justice and Peace. This office 
educates Catholics in Los Angeles about the principles 

Sr. Simone Campbell, SSS (on left), advocating for human rights and the reunification of 
families at a Capital Hill press conference with former Senator Hillary Clinton (D-NY) who 
sponsored bipartisan legislation supporting reunification efforts.

of Catholic social teaching and its real-world applications. 
It also advocates for public policy that affirms human life 
and human dignity and reflects a consistent life ethic. In 
October, Sr. Gail was elected Chairwoman of the Social 
Action Directors of the statewide California Catholic 
Conference. Sr. Gail is honored to be serving in her new 
leadership position. n 

— Raphael Carlo Diy, Development Associate

(Legislative Advocacy, continued on page 2)
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Out of the reality of real 
people, we work to craft 
legislation that is for the 

common good.

Bishop Zavala, Sr. Gail Young, and Bishop Solis participate  
in a recent Immigrants’ Rights march.
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